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Abstract

In August 2024, a weakened red-footed booby, Sula sula, was protected in Joso, Ibaraki Prefecture. Up

to the present, this species had been observed in Ibaraki only in 2019 in an offshore area between Hitachinaka

Port and Oarai Port on the ferry route connecting Oarai Port and Tomakomai Port. The present observation

seems to be the first case that a red-footed booby flew into an inland area of Ibaraki. This individual was

thought to be a juvenile from the color of its beak and its plumage. It seems possible that the bird had lost its

way as a result of strong winds from a typhoon passing offshore of Ibaraki during that period.
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Fig. 1. Location (O) where the red-footed booby was discovered
in Joso City, Ibaraki Prefecture.
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Fig. 2. Juvenile red-footed booby at the time of discovery (Photo
taken on August 22, 2024).
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Fig. 3. Body weight changes of red-footed booby during the temporarily protected period (August, 2024). There are some

periods without data. Pre-feeding body weight was calculated by subtracting the food weight from the post-feeding body

weight, and pre-regurgitation body weight was calculated by subtracting the regurgitated weight. * indicates regurgitation

of food.
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Fig. 4. Stuffed specimen of the red-footed booby protected in
Joso city (specimen number INM-1-131071). The beak and
legs have been stained.
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