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Fossil Shark Teeth (Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus and Carcharodon carcharias)
from the Pliocene “Hatsuzaki Formation,” Hitachi Group, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract

Fossil shark teeth of the large sixgill shark Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus and great white shark Carcharodon
carcharias occured from the Pliocene “Hatsuzaki Formation,” Hitachi Group exposed along the Takaiso coast,
Hitachi City, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan. This suggests that large sixgill sharks inhabited the Northwest Pacific
Ocean coexisting with great white sharks during the Pliocene. The total length of Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus
and C. carcharias is estimated to be 5.5 m and more than 3 m, respectively. Although their food (cetaceans
and pinnipeds) resources may have overlapped in part, these sharks may have been separated by depth of

habitat because of the difference of teeth preservation and their supposed taphonomic process.

Key words: Carcharodon, “Hatsuzaki Formation,” Hexanchus, Hitachi Group, Pliocene.
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oI

KWL H LT ORI oA 2 H e (-
R~ B EREEETRE) 1E, MR A S B 12
P TCIHE SN BEROMEBEY TH L (WK - %
#E, 2020). HIZTOERE, BE, S~ 9o
B I OERINCHESR T 2 0B LI, il
AEBLVCHAVEE S &8 &L TREBIN 2D ERE
PIEIEL, “WERE" LI T2 (e g, HEIEA,
2019).

W oA ba s LT, ik S A
T ORI AERT 2 B{UABEE R s T
W5 (e g, BB, 1883; Noda et al., 1995; B HEHIZE
£,2004). Z O “WikE" o BACATEEIIZN R
EiE LA ORI OMEINRE L TH Y, Wi
BIE OSAIHATE - R L2 0 MR sh
Twb. F7, narzxe b 7TEOHE Stegophiura
takaisoensis DAL I N THB Y, 1A DERE X 08
HEONFEO A BB 5, R EEOE YIS
BOTEBICHREW IS E b0 Ez 5 Tw
% (Ishida er al., 2023). X512, HHEEMWILA L LT,
FHRAT D TROBEMER/ANEN T DT O, TN
HoEHE SN TS (FINED,, 2023).

ZOEHIZ, BB MBS 2o HER S €
v N TG EOREBY O R BT, T TIEMEER
FE A SN TB Y, St Iui K F o
MEPEERER A RS A2 FCEELHB L 2D 00H
L. RETIE RIERE Aoz KB O 7T R
BB IOREFYuF 20w baxtiGL, Zhsofl
AOERPILENA, HEET A X, 2L CHERD
ARETEHIZD L D&, TS OREFIE o KEIA A
AHDOEEREIZOWTHERT S

PR OBETS - INM, X 22— T 7 A28 — 7 TR
H kY fE  (Ibaraki Nature Museum) .

b

1. WEOBE

TR H T OKRFERIIE, B = RO EIHRR
DIEB L OWED S %L MBI HA L TD (K1),
CNGIZHVERE XS B S, FHEE
A5 BEATENT I 2010 THE L 72 AT & #00 72 3R
Y (GEEGHEREY) ©Ho (LHIE2, 2011). HIZRE

HIITROZEEHZHF L CHELTBY, &
gt (97 Ma) 7206 RIS (9 3 Ma) 12200
THR L7 11 oML =y P50 2 (WIR - LR,
2020). ZHEHE, AHIPHHR (B 16.6 Ma) 205
B HE (7.5 Ma) 12200 CHERE L 72 14 O 3EFE 2
=y brbd (HIR - %, 2020).

Hi M omik, SEW, S~ oirss LU
EHIRICEE NS 2 HIZ BRI, Simades Lo
BitHE 2% < &4 2 & THRER 2RI & JE 23R 7E
L, "“WigE" LI T (K 1B-2; M HE: &
R, 1952; Hatsuzaki Sandstone Member: Noda et al., 1995;
WG 8 B H BT 7R &, 2004; Wik f@: H ) IZ 2,
2019). L2L, SHHKFO “WHRRE" ZEI2HE
BELTHBLT, TNOOHRMERIZER L7720, BT
HITH 2 ) P35 REE SN LTRSS H B, €
DIz, KFETHHAST 2 WEE" 13 < L THEEL
DETH B Z LIER SNz

W OHERIEAL, BALAEEAICD & O S
~ B - S TWwb (Noda er al., 1995). F 72,

Tsurushu

Legend
D Quaternary

Pliocene
. Hitachi Group

Miocene
Taga Group

136.58°N

Cretaceous
Granite Rock

palggzn:i:rpnic Rocks

1140.66°E 1140.69°E

1. ALmET . EAE (A). (EAERE (S5
MOWEM (B; FHh1ZA (2001) % ICIAER).

Fig. 1. Locality maps. Location of the fossil site (A). Geologic

map around the fossil locality, Takaiso (B, modified from
Yoshioka et al. (2001)).



et H LG RE RS O REM Lz A (B 7 7P XEB LR AT o R) o{ba 3

EREICHEILT D WIGRET 0o B, Y ALAR S ER
N FALEDSREH L 223 o HERSAE AL, BRI AT
W&o TR - i (2020) OEEXH NPD7Bbr &9
LPEHEERPEONTVWDL I EHND, 35~ 41 Ma
ThhbeEZOND (WK - ZHE, M),

2. ‘VIGE OEHLER

WK DAL RO THRE L7z OIERE (1883)
THY, THIFHARAN X BRAOFARBEA D
FLilFCCT b H D (IRFIZ 2, 2010). Noda er al. (1995)
FEBER L OEIIGTRO “wgRE" 2 FPA L T 57
FEO BLAZME L, SN0 s+ &
F9, S S HAITF TOEBE R ABMICERT
HLEEECHR S NG Z 2R L7z T2, RHER
£ (2004) (FHMHEIMICERT 2 “WIGRE" 120
Bd p LHfEE S a H @i T a5 132 o HHEfb
AEWE L. 2, SOPITEES T OFHT
YUk D s SN (e g, Fa v e THH
I Pomanlax tyosiensis) & £ 15 2 &5, “HliE"
EAVERBIRRM I OHIE X L TR S A T REME % 45
WHLTW5.

JAETTIE, HENEA (2019) AYEEEHIMELO Wl
B 254 HoBLADIER, FAYOFEXOmLA
10, EEOF b4 MR R HMELTwD, F72,
B L OWIFICELT 5 WEE" 5T s ER
b 78 Ol Stegophiura takaisoensis HIFLI S LTV
% (Ishida et al., 2023) (I, #EEWICERT 2 9
WBiRg"™ 2o FH A VIR OBMER/ANEIN S VT
O, 7Y AMOMEPRE ST (FNEe
2023).

AR CTHWET L2RMOA 7 I ARBB LK AT
FRAOWALA L, WINbEKICERT 2 FIERE"
(Ishida et al., 2023 1231} % Unit B) 7 H RIS 72
(K20). chom) b, RElh 7IH2Eowba
WNEIDF A7 VIR oERILA (1ZIZRehEE
Et) ICEEELCELLY (M2D), Tnr YT
HLA OOV TR TIHEFETH 5.

B, fik (1927) B LU Yabe (1949) A% H 74
HHo “ZHEBE, HIRE#HO “REELE" 255K
O AFHOEWLA WS L T 250 FEARFTHEAH),
INLOFM R ENBECEINECTH L. 1272
L, fik (1927) 12BWT "SHE 3&BE2i#ELT
HEICEZZLWELTBY, FLHIRESR BfE

DOHIE SA F0) ICIXBE BRI/ L TWBE—HT
HIVEHEOSHIEA LN RN Ens (MR - ZHE,
2020), TS O AFEOW O R HEHEITBIAEDOLE
JEREIZREY T 5 EHfEEESND.

g #

WALR ORIICBWT, HOMES L ORHIIE
Cappetta (2012), HEEIIA (2020) 12%KD L. F 7o,
ATV TIEPR (2016) 12HE S 72.

Elasmobranchii Bonaparte, 1838  #Rfiff 1t
Hexanchiformes Buen, 1926 7% 7 7% X H
Hexanchidae Gray, 1851 71 7" 4 2 Bt
Hexanchus Rafinesque, 1810 71 777 % X &

Hexanchus gigas (Sismonda, 1861) /
Hexanchus griseus (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus
(4 3A-B)

BAES

INM-4-19546 (X 3A-B).
FEHH

KRR B A H AT (1X01).
EEHE

Hirkg#e " (M2), Rile s s Y 7HOH
ALH (INM-4-17803) (233 L TR L7z,
EB6L

AT Q~5FH?).
£ 4
SRR O TN KIL OB T, PRAFIREE XD T
BifCos. WEIEZWEHTH Y, BT FHETSH
ZH%, EHEIEE S 212K S &, IREAEIE 9 T,
LA H B 1 EHA IR SR E <, @I T
NERANES 70 B, 85 1 IRBHOIL LI DY) 12 1l A2 2
PR DAFAEL, BOIZADPHIEENS R D, HE
FEE L v, WiRIGE CFIET, BRICEWETSH
5.

EHAlE
BRI 42 mm; I KBS 26 mm.
RE

HE 1 77 W X Hexanchus griseus O i IZ £ < FALL
L, KREICHIEAY 42 mm (23ET 5 2 LD 5, H. griseus
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_] Cross lamina

Granule
st UnitC

= e =7 e e
= S o] Muddy sandstone with concretions

| i~ Shark and whale fossils

ing arkosic Unit B

. coarse
- and tuff: coarse

ing arkosic

. ;en?wmundalms Unit A

coarse sandstone

| | | |
(m) Mdst F.Ss MSs CSs Cgl

X2 fbaorEHEEE. A, EEEOMEAIRB (Ishida et al. (2023) ZITICAEX). B, mBEOEIE. C, A& Y a3+ 2 O {ba
(INM-4-17804). D, SEEHALA (o EHEOE ; tb: $1=20 ; v: THEE). BOAWHI O A —)b8s—iZ2m, C D 100 1

BHOBEEIL 2.6 mm, DDOAY —LN—{F I m.

Fig. 2. Fossil horizon. A, Columnar section at Takaiso (modified from Ishida et al., 2023). B, Sea cliff outcrop at Takaiso. C, Great
white shark tooth (INM-4-17804). D, whale skeleton (c: cranial bone; tb: tympanic bulla; v: vertebrae). Scale bar in (B): 2 m, diameter

of 100 yen coin in (C): 22.6 mm, scale bar in (D): 1 m.

b L <t i ~ e oL H. gigas TH 5
L% 2515 (Adnet and Martin, 2007). H. gigas | H.
griseus LW RKITH B L INLH, TNHPHET
HLHPFEETH L 01L1E>E D LT (Cappetta,
2012; Kent, 2018). HATIXINE T, T L) A
LA E H gigas & L CHbNDEDP—KITH 72
A5, ARFTlE Adnet and Martin (2007) OFEFEIZH S -
C Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus £ 3 5.
f&%E

HARD S REM L7z H griseus D OILAIZD\WT,
Yabumoto and Uyeno (1994) @ Table 22 |28\ T
2L OEMAIREINT WS, FEMlIEaBR<5 1T
W, — 5T, H gigas & ST 2L A I,
TR LZERESRE R T ME (Parke: H - 0,
2016), IR IREG R T OHGRE D SWE STV D
(i SefaJll - PEAR, 1974; Cappetta, 2012). 73 J1[ I
HWVERSEA T O BIEF Sulg (hdfe) B L O INEEE
HoNE (FHH) 25 b#EDH 5HH (Karasawa,
1989), XURIEA (KUE0001) (EIEHAAS 3 2 L A IRAF

ENTHELTHAMTH 5.

Lamniformes Berg, 1958 % X I+ X H
Lamnidae Miiller and Henle, 1838 & X 3 A F}
Carcharodon Smith in Miiller and Henle, 1838
FARI O A E

Carcharodon carcharias Linnaeus, 1758
(H 3C-F)
BEAES
INM-4-17805 (4 3C-D), INM-4-17804 ([X| 3E-F).
FEEHH
FIIRH ST H i e (1),

PEHE

HiZhe “wmikfE” (42).
BBz
£ 4

FEE A S 72 SANTIE 2SN =M 2 R T K
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3. BEFFH L EE MR 20l Lol 77 A& Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus (A-B; INM-4-19546) @ FEitkis L O
R AR Y WA X Carcharodon carcharias (C-D: INM-4-17805, E-F; INM-4-17804) @ L5H# . A, C, E; &l #L. B, D, F; S HE .

A —)V¥— 10 mm.

Fig. 3. Lower tooth of Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus (A—B; INM-4-19546) and upper teeth of Carcharodon carcharias (C—D: INM-4-
17805, E-F; INM-4-17804) from the Pliocene “Hatsuzaki Formation,” Hitachi Group. A, C, E, lingual view. B, D, F, labial view. Scale

bar: 10 mm.

MOWTH BN, 2 MOBEARL B RRO KA & K\
THY, S5 1 MIBKHEHOEm 2 /K <. HEDEH
P TH %25, HHEIEELHITRICE S &
WEEHILTE . L, Ol L O LEl o 8T I S BRI C
M AEAE T 5. HSETT IZFEE L v,
EHElE

INM-4-17805, 17 B I: 26 mm; P17 Kk F &
22 mm; B e RS D A 6.2 mm.

INM-4-17804, 1717 Bk &: 16 mm; PR A7 5 Kok 4 &
20 mm: IR PR ZEEE O A 4.7 mm.
15

=Moo RMOE T, BN TH EEZR 5 2
LD, KRR TUY X Carcharodon carcharias O Al
AThAH LW ENL. 258 S FMHEIOWE S AHHE
R CTHIEDE N &, C carcharias TIX T DT
IMWLFHM LY BEARDH L LMD, THIT L
WTHhDHEEZLNS.

INM-4-17805 (S B S xF L CUI DR T3 0345 12 2 f

JETHBHET, HEHOTHEETHL LI INS
(04). 72721, hofiiE (e g, /£ RFHOME) Tdh
B REMEZ HERR T & 22\,

&%

C. carcharias \& H R BT, SR LLUE O HJE 2>
5% OmENH S (H21F, Yabumoto and Uyeno,
1994; #2120, 2020). SEFHFEA S 1, EIIEAAIA T
DD RE (I, 2020), 85 RIS HT O KAE S
(F&A - EIRFH, 1979), TEBRSTFHOLMEE Ghi
NNE 2, 1975), @ARRF T OEOERBESRE (H
e R 1991 B EALEE SN TR S,

#

5

1. Y1 XI2O2VT

Adnet (2006) 13 75 A BOBAERE L OLAHE
WZOWTHTEL, THHIROIRIER L FIRO LA 52Dk
YA REHMETELI LR L ZIUIL 5L, “Body
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4, BIAERARI O X OFEEARK L O WEL . A: Carcharodon
carcharias (3 m). B: G EFHO R HE & INM-4-
17805 & D IL# (A1-2: HIHH, I H g, L1-2: fIEk) .

Fig. 4. Comparison with extant great white shark. A: Carcharodon

carcharias (body length: 3 m). B: Comparison of the right upper
intermediate tooth and INM-4-17805 (A1-2: anterior teeth, I:
intermediate tooth, L: lateral teeth).

Length (in cm) = 1847.86 x (R)"* (7272 L R L HliE 1 cm
H720) OREHOE) LIt T aErskoon
5. ZORIT PIERE" BE D Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus
OWALAOFHIEZ HTldDH b L, TOERITH 55 m
EHEEENS (K5A). TIUIHA H griseus DI K
A X (55m) L[@%FETHL (McClain et al, 2015).
72, Adnet and Martin (2007) 12X % &, H. gigas DK
DOHEEFA XL 5T m (NVF— k) Thh, "W
IFfE" FEOMWLAILZIUTIZIZILET 5.

VNG FED C. carcharias DAL IRAFIRTEDTE
<, FWINIBITLMVEPAAETD L 720, Hx
LRERO LI EIFHE L. INM-4-17805 %45 15O H
W EAGE L2 a, BUE C carcharias (25473 m)
DOFEAROL EEAO R (HFE : 26 mm) & HELC
ETRKEpoze /AN s (KM4), Tk

Fla3m I b LREhoLHNMSNL (K5B).
ZAUIBIAE C. carcharias DERFA X (Tm) & IGERT
% LT Th B (McClain et al., 2015). 73,
H C carcharias DEFAEFIIF AT 3.6 ~38m (Pratt,
1996; Malcolm ez al., 2001), A AT 4.5~ 50m (Francis,
1996) LHEESNTVRD I s, LROFUEIZBNT
TERAOWALE TH S LA SN D,

2. KBATSHABRODHEYMIES JUER

KEVT) 7 W A )& Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus (& % \»
\& Hexanchus gigas) O FEMIEZ I N E THERTIEHH
IR SN T V7205, HAROEHE, S e 5 2
ENFRSPIHo7z. ZHUSKY, REIDA 7T F A
J&DSEEFIE O AL VE ASEFEIC BT R & AR IAF
Bl Tl LavRaEns,

WS 7T X H griseus 1%, Biiisids & O s
D REEM R W R AT 5 KEL O BRI A48
T, MR AME, B, WRIHE, SEME, fUE
LEDIFEFELEY, HDHIEFORE L LT
% (Kent, 2018). BN 7 IHFABDH B, Y O
28> v 7T H nakamurai B £ O H. vitulus (37N
T, FEIZ1.8~2mfETHAS (Springer and Waller,
1969; 114+, 2016).

HE=RUFEION 7T A& (e. g., H microdon, H.
agassizi) DWfLAIZ/NS <, BA D H nakamurai 3
L O H. vitulus DY L FREEDORKE S TH BA, Hik
ERDPSHIEKMD A 7T AROELADELT 5 &
9127 % (Adnet and Martin, 2007). F 72, KD 7
77X EowALAE R FLEO KA & £ <
W5 22 M TWw5 (Fordyce, 2009). Hi5
SR BRBIDEEIC BT 2 KA 7 7 Ao BLIZD
WCiE, FRIICBEAB O GEB X CERE» S %
fbL7-2 & EDOBEEPTERH E LT 5 (Adnet and
Martin, 2007).

PIRRE" AR INET, FHRAY Y TROBHE,
INRIND D SEOM, T AROME RSN TS
D GEINEA, 2023), "Rl HSHERT L 7oA 12
FELIXLIEZ D &) 2RI OSLE AN A - HERT
LCw7 el an g, £72, INM-4-19546 IFFEH 12
AFIRIED L, ERINBIF A 2 T HOZE IR
AR LEBIaISaELCER L2 (X2)
o, TOMNNFHRAY T O B L T2 A
DOWREHRTH A REMED SV, I &b, fif
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5. BEHRCH LREEE WS 2O REH LS 7T A& Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus (A) 38 X UK T T X Carcharodon

carcharias (B) OEFEYS A X 77V v FHEOMEIEL 1 m.

Fig. 5. Estimated sizes of Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus (A) and Carcharodon carcharias (B) from the Pliocene “Hatsuzaki Formation,”

Hitachi Group. Grid line spacing = 1 m.

Ptk Z OWEHKIZ 1L 7 D T R EEWE A & O gL
HAEEICELLTBY, “WGE" AHER L 72K
BIHWAT 5 EN0 DOIEH % &% KBV 75 X @A
B SE LT 2 EDHEIl S D,

3. FARIOAYXAERBA TS HABOHEICONT

HAZPLIZINET, £ 0l - E» 5 C
carcharias DALADTHRIE ST E722Y, EIHKICBW
TKE A 7 W A Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus & FEpET
B Z LMD THERR S Tz,

W kT 2 6 RE L 72 Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus
D DORAFREDIEFHIZE VDI LT, 250 C
carcharias DHIE VT NHRO—EHZ RIBLTH Y R
fRRREDE C (M 20), MR 5 £ TITEHRZ &I
Lo TR 2 BEFER IR Z REBR L 72 2 LRI S
L. F7e, MR ICBWTE, AT TR
FHIZO W T RO &S O BAH & oG O BRSO
EPET 22 LM N T WA 2S, SIUTRIE DS
2H O ER S R L 72 o LIRS LT
% (Noda et al., 1995; B HEWITE S, 2004). HE DY
A RIS, RREOBIIINEERICAERL TWC
carcharias DWHNEMIZ LT 25 7 7 A RO 5
WAER SRR L 720 0 LIRS NS,

D C. carcharias (&, i 2 6 G 120 To

=Ny

BR8240 L (Last and Stevens, 1994), WEIZH b
W CEB~TPREEE CIRIL <B4 (Skomal et al.,
2017). REEfE, WoEmdE, WERTUE, EME, )
R, WM, YITABEREDSISThHWE
B EF 2755 2 m LT O TIIBE AR A%
AT 20128 LT, 3 m UL Bk Tl
FUEA AT A @[5 % (Compagno, 2001). “HIIFfE"
MBI L7z C carcharias D9 56 1 e 3m Pk
EHERIEN A Z D, BEFZOWICARL TWwWiz
HHCMEHEL L LTt ExoNn, KA T F
W X )E Hexanchus ?gigas-griseus & fHE A —FEH L
TWEEEDSEV. LA L, L@ C. carcharias
OBALAIZIN ERIBICE R L Tz b ORI E
W - WRLbOLMREN L7290, FfFICAERLT
W2 KT 7T A8 X B KIRIC B W CEREE L
TWTREEAE 2 b 5.

i

KiehkTLODIIHzY, HL D) 4D TIHEE
Terin Tz EESERAN RS A TTSEIT O MR KA & Kk
KEFEDORHEHER L EHIZIE, SEICERT L Wk
B OEERILAEMRIOWTIERRMI W2 2n
7z, FIKF ORISR T AR, YA MR



8 IR — -

%, #i5l ZEIK, EREmE oA HEEL, £
L CHRBIRIL LA HER TH 2 MHE I E Bl
BEERICE, HYNEECORTICBNTERkELT
RN ARV TP AR
WEOMBERER I LA T LS L =2 a VISR
D722 &, deEBETRICIEH AT A FHOERELEIC
BHZX > TWz72nwiz, 2%0FHEE,HIE, %<
DBEZ D TME R W2V RIS v
FefEn e B RRICE CEALH L BT .
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