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Abstract

The Pleistocene of Shimousa Group in Ami, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan contains well-preserved molluscan
fossils. It is useful as teaching material for geology in elementary schools because it is unconsolidated
sediment and easy to prepare. As a result of using the sediments of the Shimousa Group in a science class for
6th graders, many of the participating children expressed interest in fossils and geology. Although it is useful
as alternative teaching material for field observation, the number of occurrences is decreasing due to road and
residential land development. Therefore, in future studies, it is necessary to utilize outcrops where teaching
materials can be collected, conduct surveys, and disseminate information to teachers using teacher training

programs.
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Table 1. Teaching plan for fossil shell preparation practice.
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Fig. 1. Photos of the science class. A: lecture time, B: preparation work, C: guest teacher instruct to students, D: summary writing on
the board by students (photo by Junko Terashi, Seinan Elementary School; https://seinan-es.minato-tky.ed.jp/jopcx6hrh-283/?block
id=283&active action=journal view main detail&post id=1766&comment flag=1, viewed on April 7, 2021).
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Table 2. Results of free responses to the questionnaire.
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Fig. 2. Questionnaire results of fossil shell preparation practice.
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