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Abstract

Antler fragments were recently recovered from the riverbed of the Hanamurogawa River, Tsukuba City,

Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan. Although surface morphological characteristics suggest that the antlers belong

to Elaphurus, the identification is still provisional. The antler fragments are most likely derived from the

Sakuragawa Terrace Deposits or their equivalents, based on radiocarbon dating of organic matter in the antler

fragments and wood fossils from the terrace deposits (ages obtained for the antler fragments are 22,330 +

130 "“C yr BP and 27,650-26,250 cal BP). The radiocarbon dates suggest that strata bearing mammalian

fossils, such as those of Palaeoloxodon naumanni, were deposited in the latest Pleistocene.

Key words: Cervidae, antler fragments, Latest Pleistocene, Hanamurogawa River, Ibaraki Prefecture.
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Fig. 1. Fossil locality on a 1: 25,000 scale topographical map “Tsuchiura” published by the Geographical Survey Institute of Japan. X

shows the fossil locality.
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Fig. 4. Mode of occurrence of antlers. Scale bars: 2cm. A. Fork
fragment (INM-4-013847), B. Main beam fragment (INM-4-
013848) .
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Suborder Ruminantia, Scopoli, 1777

Family Cervidae, Goldfuss, 1820

Cervidae gen. et sp. indet.
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Fig. 5. Measured parameters of the fork fragment (INM-4-013847). Scale bar: 2 cm. A: medial, B: b-b" cross-section, C: lateral, 1:

total length, 2: total width.
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Fig. 6. Morphological comparison among Cervidae antlers. Scale bars: 2 cm. A, B, C and D show antler fork of the base of burr.
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1-3. AOFILES S (INM-4-013847, 32— 7 A/8— 7 RIREKREWAE). 1 WA, 2. N5 O b-b Wi
3. Ml
1-3. Fork fragment of antler (INM-4-013847, Ibaraki Nature Museum) . 1. medial. 2. cross-section of Fig. 5 b-b" . 3.

lateral.

4-6. MHOMEEF (INM-4-013848, I 22— U7 A/8— 7 KK EARIEMAE) . 4. 0. 5. M. 6. &,
4-6. Main beam fragment of antler (INM-4-013848, Ibaraki Nature Museum) . 4. anterior. 5. lateral. 6. distal.
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